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SUBJECT: LYSSARIDES ANNOUNCES PROGRAM FOR ELECTORAL COOPERATION 

SUMMARY. ON DEC 1 EDEK (SOCIALIST PARTY) CHAIRMAN 
VASSOS LYSSARIDES BECAME THIRD CYPRIOT POLITICAL 
LEADER TO ANNOUNCE HIS INTENTIONS REGARDING THE 
FEBRUARY 1978 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. IN THIS CASE 
LYSSARIDES SAID HE WOULD NOT STAND FOR ELECTION IF 
KYPRIOANOU, THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY (DP) AND COMMUNIST AKEL 
ACCEPT EDEK’S "MINIMUM PROGRAM" AS A BASIS FOR 
A UNITED FRONT PLATFORM. WE THINK LYSSARIDES MOVE IS 
TACTICAL AND DESIGNED TO SECURE MAXIMUM INFLUENCE 
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FOR EDEK IN POST-ELECTION GOC. END SUMMARY. 

1 . LYSSARIDES HELD PRESS CONFERENCE DEC 1 TO 
ANNOUNCE EDEK'S "MINIMUM PROGRAM" FOR COOPERATION WITH 
AKEL (COMMUNIST) AND DP IN THE FEB. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 
LYSSARIDES SAID IF AGREEMENT IS NOT REACHED ON A 
MINIMUM PROGRAM, EDEK WILL CONTEST THE ELECTION 
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ON ITS OWN. HOWEVER, LYSSARIDES INDICATED THAT 
EDEK IS WILLING TO ENTER INTO A DIALOGUE WITH THE 
OTHER TWO PARTIES, FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
JOINT PROGRAM, I.E. EDEK'S ' MINIMUM PROGRAM" IS 
NEGOTIABLE. AMONG THE PRINCIPAL ELEMENTS ANNOUNCED 
BY LYSSARIDES ARE: 

—INDEPENDENT, UNITARY, NON-ALIGNED CYPRUS WITHOUT FOREIGN 
ARMIES, BASES OR MILITARY PRESENCE. 

—RIGHT OF REFUGEES TO RETURN HOME, FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT, 
SUBSTANTIVE POWERS FOR CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. 
—NATIONALIZATION OF BANKS AND THEIR MERGER INTO A SINGLE 
STATE BANKING ORGANIZATION; A STATE INSURANCE ORGANIZATION 
AND DECOCRATIZATION OF THE COOPERATIMES MOVEMENT. 
—ESTABLISHMENT OF A STATE RENT AND HOUSING AUTHORITY 
AND A MINISTRY OF CARE FOR REFUGEES. 

—APPOINTMENT TO THE CABINET, STATE AND SEMI-STATE 
ORGANIZATIONS OF "PERSONS OF A COMMON TRUST AND ACCEPTANCE." 

2. COMMUNIST AKEL, THROUGH ITS NEWSPAPER HARAVGHI, ATTEMPTED 
TO BEAT LYSSARIDES TO THE MARK NOV. 30 BY PUBLISHING 

A LIST OF "GENERALLY ACCEPTED" POSITIONS FOR A COMMON 
PROGRAM. AKEL’S STATEMENT WAS MORE MODERATE THAN THAT 
OF EDEK AND STRESSED THE NEED FOR A CYPRUS SOLUTION 
BASED ON UN FRAMEWORK AND RESOLUTIONS, GREEK-CYPRIOT 
PROPOSALS IN VIENNA AND FURTHER INTERNATIONALIZATION. 
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3. COMMENT. WE BELIEVE LYSSARIDES IS TRYING TO ASSURE 
MAXIMUM INFLUENCE FOR EDEK. IT APPEARS HE IS PREPARED 

TO SACRIFICE ELEMENTS OF HIS PROGRAM WHICH ARE NOT PALATABLE 
TO KYPRIANOU AND THE DP; I.E. NATIONALIZATION OF 
BANKS, RATHER THAN CONTEST AKEL-BACKED KYPRIANOU 
FOR THE PRESIDENCY. HOWEVER, EDEK S BOTTOM LINE 
REQUIREMENT FOR CONTINUED COOPERATION IS PROBABLY 
SOME FORM OF VETO RIGHTS ON CABINER AND GOVERNMENT 
APPORINMENTS. END COMMENT. 

CRAWFORD 
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